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GRAMMAR. Modals should and could  
Look at these examples of sentences with should and could. 

You shouldnʼt take that flight.  You should take the non-stop. 

 

Should they take the bus?   Yes, they should. / No, they shouldnʼt. 
When should we leave?   Before 2:00. 

 

The express bus is full, but you could take the local instead. 

 
Could I take the 2:20?   Yes, you could. / No, you couldnʼt. 

 

FIGURE IT OUT . . . 
Could or should?  Complete these grammar rules. 
1. Use (could / should) and the base form of a verb to suggest or ask about alternatives 
or possibilities. 
 
2. Use (could / should) and the base form of a verb to give advice. 
 
3. Use should, shouldnʼt, or could with the (base / simple past) form of a verb.  
              


