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When you arrive at work today, there are papers all over the floor in your office.
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Activity

Group work: speaking

Aim

To practise using modal verbs for
speculation and deduction

Grammar
Modal verbs

Preparation

Make one photocopy of the
worksheet for each group of four
students. Cut up the cards.

Time
20-25 minutes

Lesson link
Unit 9, pages 130

Procedure

Tell the students they will be doing an activity to practise modals for
speculation and deduction. Choose one of the situations on the cards and
write or project it on the board, for example: Your neighbours are having

a huge celebration, but you don’t know why. Elicit some ideas from the
students about why the neighbours are celebrating, such as: Their daughter
might have graduated from university. They must have spent a long time
planning such a big event. Remind the students that we use must or can’t
when we have good reason to believe something is true or untrue, whereas
might, may and could are used when we are not certain about something
but we think it's possible.

Pre-teach dent, mug, fingerprint and typo.

Organise the students into groups of four. Divide each group into Team A
and Team B. Hand out the cards to each group.

Explain the rules: Team A takes one of the cards, which are lying face down
on the desk, and together the students in Team A have one minute to make
as many sentences as possible about the situation on the card using modals
for speculation and deduction. Team B keeps the time and decides how
many of Team A’s sentences are grammatically correct and appropriate to
the context. Each correct sentence is worth one point. After Team A’s points
are counted, it is Team B'’s turn. The team with the most points at the end of
the game is the winner.

While the students do the activity, circulate and provide support as
necessary, intervening if a student is not using the grammar successfully.
Make a note of any errors you would like to address later.

Extension

For homework, or in class, the students could write their own cards, which
could be used to play the game again for further revision or consolidation of
the grammar.
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