

www.rahnamapress.com




























10



11



12



nature, and between man as he is sometimes revealed and man as he
fancied himself.

Where in this ceaseless revolution may one discover security
and peace? It is the old question, anticipated and faced three hundred
years ago by Pascal. "Whatever the bourne where we think to find rest
and a firm refuge, it gives way and eludes us; if we follow it evades our
grasp, and slipping from us, escapes in an eternal flight. Nothing for us
is ever at rest.'

Is there a way out? There are those, and not a few, that despair.
The contradictions in the world and savage disappointments have been
too much for the tender of spirit. They have lost faith in the world and
humanity, stand aloof or turn their backs, and look within or without
for some substitute. Gifted with a sensitiveness above their fellows, the
greater is their pain, and the greater their nostalgic longing for the
security of a fancied past. On seeing the ever- widening abyss that
separates man's intellectual accomplishments and his moral discipline,
they seek a refuge where this dualism in human nature can be ignored.
Or convinced, naively or philosophically, of the human need for
happiness and peace, and seeing no means for its attainment in the way
of the world, they take a path apart, a lonely one for most and its
venture dubious. It will be interesting, I hope, to follow some of these
contemporary pilgrims' progresses, (12) and behold the vanity fairs,
castles of doubt, and valleys of the shadow of death in which they too
find only banality and grotesque tragedy. The story of these becomes
an elegy of disappointment, and their promised land an illusion.

There are on the other hand those who look beyond the
confusion to a promise of faith. To some it may not yet have become
manifest, but they have seen the star and follow the quest. For this new
journey of the wise men has all the sanction of religion, with all its
hope of a new dispensation. Some have discovered its formula, become
its apostles or disciples, and in imagination or in fact have set about
putting their house in order. For there have been among them men like
Saint John the Baptist, who have proclaimed the new day, and also one
like a false Messiah, whose book became an inspiration to many, and
his acts, for a reproach or worse, re-created a people. There have been
others who have called for a return to the ancient highway of the
humane tradition and to the religion that once gave power to
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