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Charles Dickens

Charles was five when the family moved to Chatham, a busy town on the
coast. This was the happiest time for him. His father had a new job and the
family was able to live comfortably in a nice house. Charles loved to walk
around the town with his father. The family were able to pay someone to look
after the children now. Charles loved to hear stories from their nurse, Mary
Weller. She did not always tell the young boy pleasant stories; Mary preferred
stories of blood and murder! Much later, Dickens thought that his interest in the
darker side of life came from his nurse and her stories.

Chatles’s mother, Elizabeth, taught him to read. Then he and his sister Fanny
were sent to a local ‘school’ —a room over a shop where an old lady taught a few
children reading and writing. Charles was small and often ill, so he could not
always play outside with other children. Soon he was reading as many books as he
could. He also began to write his own stories. Sometimes his parents took him to
the theatre. The boy lived in a world of stories, and he loved them all.

But John Dickens’s money problems did not go away. In the Chatham years,
he continued to spend too much and often borrowed money from friends or
relatives. In 1821 the family moved to a smaller house. Then John Dickens’s job
was moved to London, and he was paid less money. At the age of ten, Charles
moved with his family into a small house in Camden Town, just outside the city
of London. :

Suddenly life became harder. For the first time, Charles began to understand
the family’s money problems. Sometimes they had to sell their furniture, clothes
and even books. They had no money to send Charles to school now. But they
continued to send his sister Fanny to an expensive school.

With much more free time, Charles began to walk alone through the streets
of London and by the River Thames. This was a time of great change in Britain.

New factories, railways and machines were changing British life for ever. The
old ways were disappearing fast. More and more people were moving from the
country to the cities for work. London was soon the biggest city in the world,
but life was not easy for the poor there. They worked long hours in dangerous
jobs at the new factories. Often more than one family lived in the same small
house. Some people had no home or food; they lived on the streets and asked
strangers for food or money. Some of them stole. The city was a strange, new
world for young Charles. He often returned to this world in his novels.

At home, the Dickens family’s money problems grew worse and worse.
Charles’s mother Elizabeth tried to earn some money by opening a school. Not
one pupil came and the school failed.

novel /'noval/ (n) a long, written story
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