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acoustic guitar  n  /əˈkuːstɪk ɡɪˌtɑː(r)/ I’m learning to play the acoustic guitar.

advertorial  n  /ˌædvəˈtɔːriəl/ Today’s newspapers are full of advertorials, which many people 
feel are misleading.

analogue clock  n  /ˈænəlɒɡ klɒk/ I prefer analogue clocks to digital ones because they can be 
beautiful.

apprenticeship scheme  n   
/əˈprentɪʃɪp ˌskiːm/

In an apprenticeship scheme, a young person can earn money 
and learn the job.

beware  v  /bɪˈweə(r)/ Beware of fast knowledge. It is more dangerous than 
ignorance.

blended learning  n  /ˌblendɪd ˈlɜːnɪŋ/ More students will be following blended learning programmes 
in the future.

body clock  n  /ˈbɒdi klɒk/ For some teenagers, school lessons don’t fit in with their body 
clock.

broaden  v  /ˈbrɔːdn/ The word ‘e-cigarette’ is an example of broadening the 
meaning of the suffix ‘e-’. 

broadly speaking  phr  /ˈbrɔːdli ˌspiːkɪŋ/ Broadly speaking, young people in Romania speak excellent 
English.

by and large  adv  /ˌbaɪ ən ˈlɑːdʒ/ By and large, public transport in the UK is pretty reliable.

chillax  v  /tʃɪˈlæks/ You can dance to your favourite music, chillax or have your 
friends over.

choc-tastic  adj  /tʃɒk ˈtæstɪk/ I love the puddings at this restaurant – they’re choc-tastic!

conventional oven   n   
/kənˈvenʃənl ˌʌvn/

I don’t use a conventional oven much for cooking any more.

curriculum  n  /kəˈrɪkjələm/ The internet needs to be a part of the school curriculum. 

disposable battery  n  /dɪˌspəʊzəbl ˈbætəri/ You can recycle disposable batteries in a lot of countries now.

diverse  adj  /daɪˈvɜːs/ Humans are very diverse, yet education systems tend to be 
uniform.

e-banking  n  /ˈiː ˌbæŋkɪŋ/ With limited opening hours and long queues, many customers 
today are opting for e-banking.

e-book  n  /ˈiː bʊk/ E-books are popular because you can take an unlimited 
number of them on holiday.

e-cigarette  n  /ˈiː ˌsɪɡəˌret/ E-cigarettes are increasingly popular among people trying to 
give up smoking.

educationalist  n  /ˌedʒuˈkeɪʃənəlɪst/ She may be a respected educationalist, but I still don’t agree 
with her views on homework. 

e-learning  n  /ˈiː ˌlɜːnɪŋ/ I’m doing a university course through e-learning.

e-reader  n  /ˈiː ˌriːdə(r)/ I was opposed to them for ages, but I’ve finally got an e-reader 
and I love it!

experimentation  n  /ɪkˌsperɪmenˈteɪʃn/ Many parents would also prefer to see their children learning 
through experimentation.

external accreditation  n   
/ɪkˈstɜːnl əˌkredɪˌteɪʃn/

Many secondary school students take exams and get external 
accreditation these days.

fanzine  n  /ˈfænziːn/ The actor is the subject of numerous books, fanzines and 
websites.
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fashionista  n  /ˌfæʃnˈiːstə/ Ed has become a real fashionista since he started working for 
that magazine.

format   n  /ˈfɔːmæt/ Changes in technology are affecting the format of dictionaries. 

guesstimate  n  /ˈɡestɪmət/ At a guesstimate, there were about 200 people there.

hard copy   n  /ˈhɑːd ˌkɒpi/ Do you need me to print you out a hard copy of these files?

ignorance  n  /ˈɪɡnərəns/ Ignorance is no excuse for breaking the law.

in terms of (something)   phr  /ɪn ˈtɜːmz 
əv ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

Which is the best region in your country in terms of food?

innovative  adj  /ˈɪnəvətɪv/ I think touchscreens were something genuinely innovative and 
took computers in a new direction.

international student   n   
/ˌɪntəˌnæʃnəl ˈstjuːdnt/

The number of international students is likely to reach seven 
million by 2020.

internationalism  n  /ˌɪntəˈnæʃnəlɪzəm/ The current trend towards internationalism is also here to stay.

keep our eyes and ears open  phr   
/kiːp ɑː(r) aɪz ænd ɪəz ˈəʊpən/

We keep our eyes and ears open for new things that we hear 
in the media.

landline  n  /ˈlændlaɪn/ Far fewer people have a landline than ten years ago.

lead the way   phr  /liːd ðə weɪ/ New world economies are leading the way in numbers of 
international students.

literacy  n  /ˈlɪtərəsi/ Literacy rates in most developing countries are still behind 
those in the developed world.

manual car   n  /ˈmænjuəl kɑː(r)/ I’ve only ever driven manual cars, and I’m finding it hard to get 
used to an automatic.

mature student  n  /məˌtʃʊə ˈstjuːdnt/ I’m doing a degree in psychology as a mature student.

m-commerce  n  /ˈem ˌkɒmɜːs/ It seems m-commerce is on the increase.

m-learning  n  /ˈem ˌlɜːnɪŋ/ The growth of m-learning is a huge opportunity for educational 
publishers.

mock  adj  /mɒk/ We do mock exams at my school a couple of months before 
the real exams.

module  n  /ˈmɒdjuːl/ On this course you’ll do practical modules on how to build a 
dynamic surfboard.

m-ticketing  n  /ˈem ˌtɪkɪtɪŋ/ At airports today, an increasing number of customers are 
switching to m-ticketing.

offshore campus  n  /ˌɒfʃɔː(r) ˈkæmpəs/ The development of offshore campuses is expected to 
continue.

on the verge of  phr  /ɒn ðə ˈvɜːdʒ əv/ The project is on the verge of completion.

operational   adj  /ˌɒpəˈreɪʃənl/ The Bilingual Education Programme has been operational in 
schools in Madrid since 2004.

p-book  n  /ˈpiː bʊk/ Some people now say ‘p-book’ to refer to traditional print 
books.

persist in (doing something)  phr v   
/pəˌsɪst ɪn ˈduːɪŋ ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

You shouldn’t persist in doing your son’s homework for him.

proficiency  n  /prəˈfɪʃnsi/ Proficiency in a foreign language, particularly English, is an 
extremely desirable skill.

prominent  adj  /ˈprɒmɪnənt/ My university professor is a prominent figure in the research of 
early European literature.

quality assurance  n  /ˈkwɒləti əˌʃɔːrəns/ Students these days increasingly expect their tuition to be 
subject to quality assurance.

regular coffee   n  /ˈreɡjələ(r) ˌkɒfi/ Would you like a cappuccino, a latte or just a regular coffee?

scandal  n  /ˈskændl/ We often use the suffix ‘-gate’ to describe any type of scandal.
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sitcom  n  /ˈsɪtkɒm/ I can’t stand sitcoms, particularly when they add artificial 
laughter.

snail mail  n  /ˈsneɪl meɪl/ I had to sign my new contract and send it to my employer by 
snail mail.

staycation  n  /ˌsteɪˈkeɪʃn/ During the recession, a staycation became the only option for 
many families.

student loan   n  /ˈstjuːdnt ləʊn/ It’s almost impossible to get through university without a 
student loan.

tap water   n  /ˈtæp ˌwɔːtə(r)/ Could we get a couple of glasses of tap water, please?

tertiary education  n  /ˌtɜːʃəri ˌedʒuˈkeɪʃn/ Over 170 million students are in tertiary education. 

to a large degree  phr  /tə ə ˈlɑːdʒ dɪˌɡriː/ The quality of language input depends to a large degree on the 
teacher’s level of English.

tuition fees  n pl  /tjuˈɪʃn fiːz/ In Brazil, the government is to fund tuition fees abroad for 
100,000 students.

uniform   adj  /ˈjuːnɪfɔːm/ The results will not be uniform across schools.

virtual learning environment  n   
/ˌvɜːtʃuəl ˈlɜːnɪŋ ɪnˌvaɪrənmənt/

The use of virtual learning environments is changing the nature 
of many types of learning.

vocational training  n  /vəʊˈkeɪʃənl ˈtreɪnɪŋ/ Vocational training is every bit as valid an option for young 
people as higher education.

work (something) out   phr v   
/wɜːk ˌsʌmθɪŋ ˈaʊt/

To answer a question, the children will have had to work out 
for themselves what they need to do.

year abroad  n  /jɜː(r) əˈbrɔːd/ I spent a year abroad in the Russian city of Yaroslavl as part of 
my degree.

youngster  n  /ˈjʌŋstə(r)/ The course is designed to increase youngsters’ confidence in 
their own ability.




