Inside Reading Level 4
Unit 7 Skill Review: Summarizing and Reporting

Name: Date:

Malcolm Gladwell reports on and summarizes the work of other writers and researchers in the
excerpt from his book Blink.

Look at the passages below. Decide whether Gladwell is neutral toward these writers or whether
he agrees with them. Some examples of neutral reporting verbs are argues, believes, explains,
says (that). Some verbs that show the writer agrees are acknowledges, realizes, discovers.

Answer the questions below each passage.

The psychologist Timothy D. Wilson in his book Strangers to Ourselves says that we toggle
back and forth between our conscious and unconscious modes of thinking, depending on
the situation.

1. Circle the reporting verb above. Does Gladwell show neutrality or agreement?

2. Keep Gladwell’s tone the same, but change the reporting verb that is used. Rewrite the
new sentence below.

Scientists at the University of lowa did this experiment a few years ago. They found that after
we’ve turned over about fifty cards, most of us start to develop a hunch about what’s going on.

3. Circle the reporting verb above. Does Gladwell show neutrality or agreement?

4. Change Gladwell’s tone by changing the reporting verb used. Rewrite the new sentence
below.
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Inside Reading Level 4
Unit 7 SKill Review: Summarizing and Reporting
Answer Key

The psychologist Timothy D. Wilson in his book Strangers to Ourselves says that we toggle
back and forth between our conscious and unconscious modes of thinking, depending on
the situation.

1. Circle the reporting verb above. Does Gladwell show neutrality or agreement?

neutrality

2. Keep Gladwell’s tone the same, but change the reporting verb that is used. Rewrite the
new sentence below.

Answers may vary. Possible reporting verbs are arques, believes, asserts, assumes,
claims, explains.

Scientists at the University of lowa did this experiment a few years ago. They found that after
we’ve turned over about fifty cards, most of us start to develop a hunch about what’s going on.

3. Circle the reporting verb above. Does Gladwell show neutrality or agreement?

agreement

4. Change Gladwell’s tone by changing the reporting verb used. Rewrite the new sentence
below.

Answers may vary. Possible reporting verbs are acknowledges, discovers, is aware that,
admits, establishes, knows, proves, shows, discloses, notices.
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